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COUNTRY Guatemale REPORT NO.|

SUBJECT Yort Information: Puerto Barrios ! ‘ RESPONSIVE TO
! 1 2
‘ ¢O KO, ) ]
PLACE ACQUIRED ‘ | 5o7¢ no. d 35
(BY SOURCE) PYTRTS
DAS KO,
DATE ACQUIRED | | oct KO.
(BY SOURCE) [
|
| DATE DISTR. 7 APR 54
CATF. (OF INFO.) i i
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AND 84, OF Tei U.3. CODEL, A3 AMENDED. (TS TAANIMISSION CR ®LVE. i i NO. OF ENCLS.
LATIGN OF (TS CONTENTS TO CA ALCTIPT MY AN UNIUTHOAIZLD PER3ON 13
SUPP. TO
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMAT LON | ‘ REPORT NO.

SOURCE Merchant mariner, officer on & ship which called at Puerto Barrios, Guatemala on
16 Dec 53

The Navy intex'vieving officer arasigned an »vuluatlon of ‘"3-2" to the report,
stating that source had previously furnished his genertll observations on sub-
Ject port and that he was thereafter briefed in advance on more

specific subjects erest, vwhich are herein r‘nported.

THE OFFICE OF NAVAL INTKLLIGENCE FURNISHED THR F(ILLWII!G INFORMATION TO CIA FQR
lS_?IBSR[I’IM‘ION IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 3 ‘ OF NSCID #7 (DIO, 8ND Kc 19-
5

1. The following information is based on personal observations of the source.

2. Boa.rdigg Inspection Right officials comprised thp .;ozu-ding party including Port
Doctor, Port Captain, Assistant Port Captain, Immigration Officer, Customs
Officer, Postmaster, Chief Haciends Police, a:zi t.hinf Civil Police. Boarding

Inspections last an average of 45 minutes. ‘

3. Barbor Craft A Uniied Fruit Company wooden moto_‘ Soat 4n used for liae handling.
Tt has & s8ix cylinder, 68 horsepower BUDA diesel e:zgi.nt- | No tugs or pilot boats
are available. ]

4, Communications Radic in subjact port, call lett ern TGG,‘ is owned by Tropical
Radio Telegraph Company and provices service fx sm 0700 to 2000 at fraquencies
of four megacycles 4400 kilocycles, five megouyclec 5820 kilocycles, and seven
megacycles 7872 kilocycles. Radio is located in the Puerto Barrios Departmen‘c
Building, Tropical Radio Central Plant Las To and aperatea on power of
three kilowatts. Telephone service is ineffic *nn* tecadse of cld equipment.
Central telephone equipment consists of a 150 plug R Kcllug~ pwitchboard end
serves 50 telephones. There are no telephone uubm_ri‘exo, service is rendered
to governmeni and municipal departments, Irtumt;'nal Railroad ‘of Central
America (IRCA) office, Texaco 01l Company cffice and eu.l United Fruit Compsny
agencles, officas and employees. World-wide ‘Plegraph a..4 cablegram service
is provided by Radio Communicaciones Nacionales (‘uovu‘ment Telegraph).

5. Reilroud Facilities Condition of railrood fac:lities which are omed by Inter-
national Rellroeds of Centra) America (IRCA) i3 fair. Rails are 60 to 75
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neunds, 36" gege. Railroaa ca;s 96k box, 336 f1 z., four |refrigerator and | |
! misce;.laneous pauenger ccachqs end cabecosss, all { tu:..;.t. Baldwin locomotives
l are in general use. Righty and forty-ton sv 1t“"ug =nglneu are used. An avceage
of 10 trains of 30 cars, carrying 800 tons per trairn, wravel this line daily.
Ore single track main\l*ne extjends betwcen Pusrtz -a..rir)s \and Guatemala City
and intermediate poinfzs to Mexico, San Selvader, azd the Honduran border. IRCA
helds the right—of—vay , Pagsenger facilitise :wr.e:ct ‘\.f firut and second-class
railway coackes; the former g:znerally Lave wicker Ve:,_-us yar.d the latter, wooden
beaches. A few anlonﬁ(tour,.st‘ type) cars ars a*'a‘ua.,l‘e, Hut there is no pullman [
service. Main repair ‘facili*ipn are in Puerto ‘xar:ms‘ anq Guatemala City and i
are equipped for all ci. and locomotivr— overhapl and hee.v'_y repairs. The nm.in
yards, in Puerto B&rr*oa Za: apa ard Guatemals C tv, baw la capacity of up to 1
500 cars. They average l‘? pain yard tracks witlh o L-.‘ed ladder system, loading |

|
‘ gide spurs, and switch spurs. | o
|

| | ‘

6. Roads The Puerto B&Hioa-cuatpm*a City higtway, - ‘-siating of one lane, 15 [

under construction with a. c"mpleti n date of Augna< 19,5_ \ Width and load capacity [

ar= ucknown, but it isg presum#d that vhen crurlote, it will bLe able to handle |

i 811 kinds of heavy traffic. Ceastructicn is of "h"tb aud ‘s&nd vwith rock ballast |
| and asphalt corering. | Number,} 1f any, of tuazels or 'vr*daea is unknown. Only

| short sections of the \road between Puerto Barrios and Gua empla City are preuent-

ly complete. | P

. T.. Hearf - Pier Facilities Avu"age daily cargiss 2L Long| “ons handled by the port \ ?
are; coffee 165; akaca 11; banamu 3k0; mis:siienazus) cav-go 71. There are|
geaerally three vessels working ot & time. An avarage| of 1300 stevedores are ot

work daily for eight houru with & possilic six houxs Uver"me. Congestion will

sometimes ozcur due tq exceauve number of chips p“ns-m, ‘lOlded warehouses, or
shortage of railroad ~ars. Turn-around time for ﬂargc\v#ase"s using the port
is usually about cne week. Noirnilroad craunes ars ava:xabln at Puerto Barrios,

i but, 1f advance notice is given, IRCA cax supjly from Gua*emn.le. City either;

o uo or 15-ton Browning rane ‘hich operates from railread spur located on the
wharf. One 10-ton ca.t,erpil;a.r crane is availazle at Teia. Warehouses of |

I corrugated iron construction extend from a%cut the middle to the end of the.

| wharf. Their estimated, helgh‘r‘ is 30 feet. Firs pro*‘eét*on consiats of chenical

} fire extirguichers at ‘strategiu poicts and ons 75-EF nle"trical;y opera’f.ed pump

! of 500 gallons per minute ..a.pami ty with a 315°% rauge ar.d a‘ maximuu pressure of

| 137 psi which can ope.rate fou“\maiu staticns witk 200 length hose con.nectione

‘ Texn Yale fork-lift trucks of five thousand pounds »apac cy‘ are availsble.

| 1 \

| 8. Building Materials AlEL build:r‘:g materiails are '.mp:r.te.;i, -1nﬁe nosne are locally

i availacle. 1 :
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3. Water Tke local water| supnly 15 drawn from the watsr l‘a-,.: in the hills near
Los Escobas at’ the scuthm‘n end of Barrios Bay. w.m”‘ia zarried from the
reservolr at the Los Encotas cum tc Puerts Barrios Ly ~a.at‘ iron pipeline. One
pumping station is lo.eted at tho railwvay shop. /L,l.‘.\ '.xgh vo purification plant
or equipment for treating water exists, the water 18 very goad Hater is pumped
to tunks and basins (partial gravity) and from tiuse LL! ho‘uaen and offices by
\ | . ‘

gravity reed.

| .
10. Port Administration 'I.‘lm Port Capt.ain is in charze ol the port Port security |
is under the cognizance of the‘m\noml Army. Of.’*.ﬂul aervicen inilude mili- ;
' tary, civil government, manirlpal, zustoms, immigrat! "T’ police, post and

ielegraph. i i i
1l. Communist Activity Source ‘.)M.ieves that mcet of tha QJ thouuand inbabitants of ‘
Puertc Barriss have little to dc vith Communiim. ‘‘hey! a.re‘ willing to work and
are genainely friendly to kim perascnally. They ars f.:rced; to obey orders of
bigher party functionaries. Most of the individuala nuaﬁ g trouble are merely
cpportunists who arc more 1n+m'en..cd .2 financial guiu th&n in Communism. Most ‘
of the orderas are bclieved to c‘:one from the Communist .Lead.‘nra irn Guntemla City

\
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l who only occuicna.iy visit subject port. | The few trouble uakers, or "goons,"
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are placed in the crovd at lebor meetings to throw the meeting into confulioz; ‘
if it does not go al they want it. Anyone disagr'-eing with their policy is \
*booed” and laughed at, end others in the same situation are inclined to go-along
with policy to avoid the same treatment. llcat of the | nativen are dieguated at }
being treated as pavns and would velcome‘ any change! by scmecne vith a "clear- |
cut-nlar." A notanti&l asylum or refuge for Commun+4 n1-- Ar nthaws :"ckir.a :z:c:;:;
to Puerto Barrios lien in the undeveloped dense territory up the Rfo |Dulce u.nd \
around Izabal uke. The country abounds vith geme and the land is cnpnble of: ‘
supporting a :l’sirly large number of persono who rould‘intiltrate the lcity and |
withdraw to the comparative safety of the hinterland without dnng‘sr cf lpprel‘ .

| hension. ‘ : 1 ‘
| ‘ |
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